October 2011 Newsletter
About Us (Mission Statement)
The Out of the Box Fibre Art Group is a cooperative
association of artists who are passionate about creating
innovative, thought-provoking works of art, and promoting
fibre art through exhibitions, education and professional
development.
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Our membership includes machine and/or hand
embroiderers, art quilters, weavers, felters, doll makers,
silk painters, appraisers, dyers as well as other needle
workers and mixed media and fine artists. Since we are
a co-op organization, we place strong emphasis on
activities that support active participation of the
membership in the continuing artistic development of
all. Our focus in meetings is on sharing art techniques,
design ideas, artistic processes and inspiration, as well
as our thoughts on the business and critiquing of our
art. We come from all walks of life, but are drawn
together by our love for texture, colour, and creation in
an atmosphere of mutual support and camaraderie.
We meet once a month to share ideas, techniques and
inspiration, and from time to time hold open fibre art
workshops. Visitor fees are $10.00 when we have a paid
speaker and $5.00 for regular meetings.
Meetings
Meetings are normally held the third Monday of the
month, from 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at the Ottawa
Citizen Main Floor Board Room, Baxter Road, Ottawa.
Submission Deadline for the November 2011
Newsletter is November 13, 2011 at 5:00 pm.
Really Bad Weather & Meetings
If there is any weather condition that makes travel risky,
members will be notified by e-mail by 4:00 pm the
afternoon of the meeting. If you do not have email or
cannot access email at work, please partner with
someone who has access Members should NOT call
the Citizen for this information as nobody there would
have it. (They lend the facility to organizations for a
nominal fee and do not want any involvement in
administrative matters).
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Frances Taylor
Shows
Open
Contacts: info@outofthebox.org

Planned Program for Summer and
Fall 2011
October 17th - Judith Tinkl will talk about colour and
symmetry. Please check out
http://www.worldofthreadsfestival.com/index.html for
an article on Judith Tinkl. Please note that
submissions for the "unsquared" show should be
brought to this meeting.
November 21st - Speed-dating fun - an opportunity
to get to know all the members of OOTB. Feedback
session - please bring in an art project on which you
would like to receive some feedback from the
members.
Dec 12th - Holiday Social - Please note that this
meeting will be held on the second Monday of the
month.
Jan 16th Anything from a photograph challenge

A painting that is well composed is half finished. Pierre Bonnard
Copyright for all images of original art work
belongs to the artist
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The challenge is to start with a photograph and
produce anything the artist chooses to do- whether it
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is to base the artwork on a photograph or use it as an
inspiration. At the January meeting, we would ask each
person to bring in the challenge piece and the
photograph they used. The challenge is open to any
use of the photograph, whether a black and white or
colour picture.
Participants should plan to bring their original
photograph with them.

Stittsville Library Show
Last minute information about the Stittsville Library
Show:






Elena and I will collect pieces on Monday,
th
October 17 at the meeting. If you cannot be at
the meeting please see that your work is
th
delivered to my house no later than Oct.17 .
Please note - WORK WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED AFTER THAT DATE. My address
is 77 Quinterra Court. Phone me ahead of time
to make sure I will be here to receive your work
- 613 247 9169.
Size is approximately 12”, no larger.
Put a title on the back of your work along with
your name.
You will receive a receipt(s) at the meeting for
all pieces entered. Please retain these slips to
pick up your pieces at the December meeting.

Thank you for participating in this show. I think it is
going to be a real hit.

Book review
by Doreen Meyer
Colour: Travels through the Paintbox , by Victoria
Finlay
When Victoria Finlay was eight years
old, she was entranced by blue and
red colours dancing on white stones
filtered through a stained glass
window of Chartres cathedral. More
intriguing was her father‟s comment
that the stained glass had been
created eight hundred years before
and „today we don‟t know how to
make that blue‟.
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Years later working as journalist, Finlay took up her
personal quest to find out „about the colours‟. This
book is in her words, “full of stories and anecdotes,
histories and adventures inspired by the human quest
for colour – mostly in art but sometimes in fashion and
interior design, music, porcelain and even in one
example, on pillar boxes.”
Finlay is part sleuth, part historian in her dedication to
detail. The stories are many: the mysterious orange
varnish that Stradivari used on his violins, a unfinished
panel missing the virgin figure because Michelangelo
never got his blue, and the sunsets of painter Joseph
Mallord William Turner who was warned about using
reds that faded. Along the way, she finds her father‟s
comment about the stained glass blue a myth.
Her search takes her to many parts of the world, from
Australia to Afganistan, from China to South America.
Ochre, iron oxide, was the first colour paint and has
been used on every inhabited continent since painting
began. There are mines 40,000 years old where
humans excavated red and yellow pigments for body
painting.
The book, mostly an exploration before the end of the
19th century, is a fascinating read that changed how I
think and feel about colour. It gave me a deeper
appreciation of the historical efforts of artists and
artisans “to reproduce the rainbow.”
Many thanks to Marie Anzai for the loan of her
treasured book.

Naturessence: Artists and their
works outshine disappointing
vernissage
by Doreen Meyer
It took two years to turn an
idea to show their work
together for Elaine Quehl and
Catharina Breedyk Law to
collaborate for their exhibit
„Naturessence‟ showing at the
Mississippi Valley Textile
Museum. Longtime friends
and internationally acclaimed
for their art, their elaborate
quilts explore their love of the
natural world.
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And what a show of love it is! Both artists are experts
at translating the bold and delicate beauty of nature into
fabric artistry. The works exhibit their meticulous
attention to detail, dynamic stitching and wonderful use
of colour (Cathy said she used a lot of Elaine‟s handdyed fabrics). I particularly enjoyed seeing Elaine‟s Red
Chair set against multi-shaded green hostas and
Cathy‟s Water tryptich with its three-dimentional multifaceted water droplet. While the artworks were
outstanding, the vernissage wasn‟t.

On October 2, Cathy and Elaine‟s work should have
been centre stage as it was their vernissage, an
artist‟s moment to take the spotlight. Instead, their
artworks were literally pushed to the sidelines in a late
scheduling of a tribute to a local couple. While it was
obvious the two local people deserved to be
celebrated for their contribution to the Mississippi Mills
cultural community, surely the scheduling could have
been more respectful and not held at the same time.
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The exhibit opened in September and Neera and
Helga, good friends of the artists, had spent hours
labouring on the placement of the pieces to show them
in their best light. At the vernissage, the artworks had
been pushed to the room‟s edges displaced by seating
and tables for coffee and cakes. I found it personally
unnerving to see several tribute attendees oblivious to
their proximity to the art. Two people, who had pushed
back their metal chairs and were leaning into a piece,
had to be asked to move forward.
It must have been disappointing but through it all, Cathy
and Elaine maintained their usual good grace and
smiles. I hope to get back to the museum so I can see
the artworks displayed as the artists intended. The
exhibit continues until December 11 at the MVTM in
Almonte.

The Salon des métiers d’arts
Marie-France Gosselin
I am organizing a bus trip for artists and artisans to one
of the best artisan shows in the country. (PLEASE
NOTE THERE ARE ONLY 5 SPACES LEFT)
Monday, December 5 (Monday is a good day to go to
the Salon. It is also the first Monday of the show which
is always good....)
Departing west-end Ottawa at 8 a.m. to arrive in
Montreal for the 11 a.m. opening.
Departure from two locations: Ikea parking, and Perkins
near St Laurent Shopping centre
Departing Place Bonaventure at 6 p.m. to return to
Ottawa.
For those who are into serious shopping, Place
Bonaventure is also only one block from Ste-Catherine
Street. It is an excellent time to start Christmas
shopping.

PEACE BY PIECE
Wendy Foster & Michele Gagne

QUILT SHOW
Presented by
ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH

and
QUILTY PLEASURES QUILT SHOP

Date: Fri., October 14 and
Sat., October 15, 2011
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location:
2557 Old Montreal Road
Cumberland, Ontario
Donation: $6.00
Featuring:
Quilt Artists
Michele Gagne, Wendy Foster
and
Jewelry Designs by Danielle
For information contact:
Elaine (613) 833-2826 or Marilyn (613) 446-5750
• Enjoy a cup of tea and a bite of lunch prepared
by our United Church Women
• Don't miss their bake sale
Quilty Pleasures
Kits
Fat quarters galore
Notions
Books
Patterns
Demos
Latest Sewing Machines
Display of Challenge
Quilt Entries
JOIN US ON THESE LOVELY FALL DAYS

Handicapped Accessible Facilities

Cost: $40 for the bus. There are no entrance fees for
the show.
For more information about the show, go to
www.metiersart.qc.ca/smaq/index.php?option=com_ma
mbomap&Itemid=84&lang=en
Please contact Marie-France Gosselin
at: mariefranceg@mac.com
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