July 2016 Newsletter
Thurs. December. 8, Colour Unboxed – Drop off art
work at the museum.
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Tuesday. Dec. 20 Colour Unboxed – Show opens.
Saturday. January 14, 2017 Colour Unboxed –
official opening and Reception for invited guests. Artists
should be present.
Saturday. February 25, 2017 Colour Unboxed – last
day of the show.
February 27, 2017 Colour Unboxed – Pickup art work
from the museum.
January 23, 2017, playdate, Creating Textures with
Anne Warburton

New Programme Committee Member

“Logic will get you from point A to point B, Creativity will
get you everywhere” - Einstein

The Programme Committee welcomes Cheryl Brooks.
Maddo, Lynn and Cheryl are busy working on
workshops and regular member meeting. Watch the
Newsletters for regular updates.

OOTB Program Lineup 2016:

Playdates

July 18, Need Help? - Members bring in your projects
that you want help with. Show and tell from June's
felting Workshop. Members show and tell.

Out of the Box has again organized three members'
Playdates for the fall and winter of 2016/17. There is
one Playdate on a Saturday for members who are
unable to attend Playdates during the week.

Words of Wisdom

August. 15 - Colour Unboxed – preliminary list of
items sent in to Meredith Filshie
August 15, What Inspires You? Members will share on
their art inspirations and tell us the what, where, why &
how you create your art. Members show and tell.
September 12, playdate, unfinished art day
September 19, Fibre Fling 5 Slide Show. Membership
renewal. Members show and tell.
October 17, Guest speaker - Susan Hood, Glass Bead
Maker from Nova Scotia. Members show and tell.
November 1. Colour Unboxed – Submit your final list
of entries
November 26, Saturday playdate, using Golden
Products with Andrea Warren, the Golden Product rep,
and Suzanne Caron-Richer
Copyright for all images of original art work
belongs to the artist
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The dates, topics and leader member(s):
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016, UNFINISHED ART
DAY
Come and work on art work in progress, work on
techniques learned in past Playdates, and get feedback
from Playdate participants.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2016 USING GOLDEN
PRODUCTS
Andrea Warren, the Golden Product rep, and Suzanne
Caron-Richer will demonstrate how
MONDAY,
JANUARY
23,
2017,
CREATING
TEXTURES
Anne Warburton will be the Playdate Leader. During the
day we will experiment with a number of different
products to create texture in our art.
What is a Playdate?
A Playdate is a date with your artistic self. It is an
opportunity for our members to gather, practice art and
share ideas. Each Playdate starts with a practice
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exercise led by an OOTB member. The exercise
consists of design, creativity and techniques that the
Playdate leader uses in his or her art. Playdate
participants can choose to participate in the exercises,
or work on their own projects.
Where, How Many, Time and Cost
Playdates take place at the Kitchissippi United Church
Hall, located at 630 Island Park Drive in Ottawa. There
is free parking in designated areas and members can
bring a lunch to eat in a communal kitchen. Coffee, tea
and milk are provided throughout the day.
Playdate days start at 9:30 am and finish at 3:30pm
The cost of each session is $10.00 per Playdate or
$25.00 for three. The Playdate leaders donate their
time and expertise and allow us to use their materials;
therefore, there maybe a small material fee between $5
and $10 to replace any materials Playdate
participants use.
OOTB policy is that fees are non-refundable but
members may find another member or non-member to
take their place.
You can register for Playdates at the monthly members
meeting or by emailing Veronique Lapierre at
verolapierre1205@gmail.com

Next Meet-Up
We enjoyed the first one and are doing it again.
When: Thursday August 11, 12:30
Where: St. Martha's Brasserie in Orleans, it and the
Shenkman Centre are both in Centrum Plaza so is
within walking distance. http://www.brasseriedorleans.
Then we will head over to the Eye Candy Exhibit.
Gallery: Shenkman Arts Centre, 245 Centrum Drive
Please confirm by August 8, so I can confirm
restaurant.
Looking forward to the afternoon.
Lynn Keeler.

We have booked a larger booth this year so still have
space for more participants for this September’s event.
If you are interested in participating, please contact one
of us asap.
Val Rochester vvjjrr@gmail.com
Roberta Russell robruss@sympatico.ca

Volunteers needed
We have some vacancies coming up in the Planning
Committee - the secretary, now held by Meredith
Filshie, the Webmistress now held by Sally Rutherford
and the co-chair job that I have done for several years.
My thanks to Sally and Meredith for all their
contributions and to all the Planning Committee
members who work tirelessly to make this organization
strong. There are descriptions of these positions on the
OOTB website.
Please consider offering your many talents to these
volunteer jobs. Contact me (nancy@squarify.com) or
another member of the Planning Committee. With
thanks.

Eye Candy
Out of the Box Exhibit at Shenkman Centre, August
2016
EYE CANDY will be set up at Shenkman Centre on
August 2nd, ready for viewing that evening and on
display through August 30th. Our works will be in the
large display case on the middle level at Shenkman,
across from the AOE offices. This is a great opportunity
to help promote our exhibit at the Textile Museum
starting in August.

anottawagirl@yahoo.ca

Fibrefest 2016
The 21st annual Fibrefest hosted by the Mississippi
Valley Textile Museum in Almonte is being held on
Saturday, September 10 and Sunday, September 11,
2016.
For the past two years about a dozen members of
OOTB have purchased a vendor’s booth together. This
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booth space is separate from the booth that promotes
OOTB as a group. Participating members share the
cost of the vendor’s booth, take turns looking after the
booth and also help with set up and take down. The
cost of this year’s double sized booth is $290 and each
participant’s cost is that number divided by the number
of participants. No commission is taken since everyone
does their part.

We are still in need of a few pieces, roughly 20-30
inches in size, both 2D and 3D. Grouping of similar
items that would be about the same size in total is also
most welcome. These can be collected at the July
meeting.
After the show, we hope to display the 2D items at the
OOTB booth at Fibre Fest in Almonte (if you are putting
items in the OOTB sales area, we can deliver there
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too). All pieces will be returned at the September 19th
meeting.
Anne Warburton & Sheree Bradford-Lea

Quilt of Belonging
by Juanita Sauve
My friend and fellow Out of the Box member Debbie
Rubin and I had the good fortune to see the Quilt of
Belonging when it was in Kingston recently. I had seen
it several years ago when it came to the Museum of
Civilization (History). The venue at the Curling Club in
Kingston was perfect for seeing a panoramic view of
the whole quilt. Think of it - 130 feet long!
Each
square represents one country of the world which has
people living in Canada. From what I understood,
that is all the countries of the world. As well, all along
the sides and bottom are representatives of tribes of
First Nations, as well as Inuit and Metis.
What an
education and what an emotional experience aside
from the beauty and expertise of the quilt itself! We
stayed the whole afternoon.

well, there were groupings of comfy chairs and tables
holding several copies of the accompanying book
which tells the story of each square. Volunteers
answered our questions. Add to that, we were able to
take a lunch break in the adjoining eating area
overlooking the quilt.

Gathering to read and chat about the Quilt
There were pages spread out over a table and we were
encouraged to sign along the curved lines drawn there.
These pages will accompany the Quilt in its travels.

By chance, we were there for the opening ceremonies
complete with town crier, First Nations drummers and
singers, local politicians and the woman who started it
all - Esther Bryan. The
town crier made the
announcement, Esther spoke about the idea and the
process, the politicians
cut the ribbon and the
drummers chanted "We are all One People". Such a
moving experience!
And then we had cake!

It was so well set out with benches along the way to
rest and observe. They were covered in quilts. As
3
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Amazing embroidery

This fabulous beadwork

The Metis square - one of my favourites!!

From the individual squares with some of the most
wonderful embroidery and beadwork to the hand dyed
top strips and cord to the colour coordinated
backgrounds and the tassels on the bottom, this quilt
was a work of art. The quilt took 8 years to complete
and all was done with many volunteers. The website
has photos of each square with the story behind it and
the beautiful book can be ordered for $30. There are
also tour dates on the site.
Check it out www.quiltofbelonging.ca If you haven't
already seen this Quilt, watch for it to come to a venue
close to you. Not only a beautiful work of art but a way
to celebrate our diversity and connect us all.

Congratulations
Dear Ms. Bryan:
On behalf of His Excellency the Right Honourable
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada, I am
pleased to inform you that you have been awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal

The top strips were hand dyed

And so began the letter informing Esther that she will
be presented with Canada's Meritorious Service Medal.
These medals " enable the governor general, on behalf
of Her Majesty The Queen and all Canadians, to
recognize outstanding accomplishment that set an
example for others to follow and bring benefit to our
country."
Esther earned this recognition after many years of
dreaming huge and working hard with Quilt of
Belonging. Her belief that we are all of one family fueled
this remarkable piece of textile art. Her message of
inclusion has inspired everyone who sees the Quilt to
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reach for a bigger dream. Her faith that God would
provide the hands needed to sew the dream into reality
has led to this and she would be the first to say that this
is not just her award. lt belongs to all of us... the
sponsors, members, volunteers, friends, families and
admirers who have made the Quilt the symbol that it
has become.

create," destruction seared into the buildings and
architecture.

On Thursday, June 23rd Esther stood before the
Governor General of Canada in the ballroom of Rideau
Hall to receive her Meritorious Service Medal. Please
join all of us as we offer our sincere congratulations to
Esther for her wonderful achievement, our thanks to her
family for sharing her time and energy with us, and our
thanks for allowing us to contribute to a bigger dream.

Twist

If you don't subscribe to the BBC news channel, try
googling the show on the internet or the Summer
Exhibition event itself. As well, sometimes the American
PBS channel airs BBC culture shows at a later date.

http://festivaltwist.org/en/home/

Marjorie Thorpe Member of the Board of Directors Quilt
of Belonging

Worth Watching
by Doreen Meyer
The BBC news channel as part of its arts and culture
weekend programming is airing an hour on the Royal
Academy of Arts annual Summer Exhibition held in
June in London. As I knew nothing about the artistic
extravaganza, I found the show fascinating to watch.
Part of its content follows four artists, all women, who
were among this year's 12,000 who submitted their
work to hang with Britain's 'greats'. One of the entry
hopefuls are two pieces created by a couple of
printmakers whose work uses leaves as paper, printing
trees onto them.
Each year one of Britain's leading artists "takes control
of the exhibition" and the June show was headed by
sculptor Richard Wilson. Wilson is interviewed by the
TV show's host reporter from inside one of his eyecatching pieces - an actual slice of a ship moored on
the Thames. Wilson talks about the "huge challenge" of
putting on such a diverse show as the Summer
Exhibition. More than 12,000 local British artists of all
backgrounds and ages enter digital images of their
work. From those submissions, 2,000 are invited to
drop off their artwork. Those pieces are viewed by a
selection board including Wilson which pares the
number down to about 200 to hang in the exhibition.
Wilson also chose work by 22 well-known artist duos
and spread their pieces throughout the 14 galleries.
The TV show features interviews with some of these
duos including two twin sisters whose haunting
photographs of present day Chernobyl were chosen to
hang in the entrance to the exhibition. This year is the
30th anniversary of the nuclear plant meltdown and
their images show "what man's hubris can actually
5
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Silk Painting Workshop

Last year, Maker Faire Ottawa welcomed close to
10,000 visitors to Aberdeen Pavilion for a weekend of
wonder and delight. Last year, more than 100 makers,
innovators, doers and artists made the event snoutspankingly awesome! Be part of the fun! The call to
exhibitors is now officially open!
Application can be found here
Application ends August 31st @ midnight.
For more information please contact
info@makerfaireottawa.com

us

The Scottish Diaspora Tapestry

Silk Painting Workshop
with Renowned Canadian Artist
Holly Carr
Saturday, September 10, 2016
10:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m.
70 Hines Road, Kanata, ON. K2K 2M5 Royal
Canadian Legion Br. 638
Cost - $125 Includes All Materials Demonstration and
Instruction, Silk Yardage, Dyes, Resist, Brushes, etc.
Morning Coffee with Muffins as well as Lunch is Provided
NO PAINTING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

To see more of Holly's work:
www.hollycarr.com

Registration Accepted until August 15th *** Space
is limited to 50 Attendees - Please Register early to
avoid disappointment.***contact
Lorna Arnold - 613-735-6775 or 613-599-7329.
john_arnold@sympatico.ca

or
Colleen Payer 613-584-3914
colleen.payer@sympatico.ca

or
Tammy Whalen - 613-596-5469
tammy@thomwhalen.com

Maker Faire Ottawa 2016 –
Now open for applications!
It's that time again! The biggest and most exciting
Maker Faire in Canada will be held on October 15th
and 16th at Aberdeen Pavilion in Lansdowne Park.
Tech enthusiasts, crafters, educators, tinkerers,
hobbyists, engineers, science clubs, authors, artists,
students, commercial exhibitors and artists...all under
the same roof for a 2 day long show-and-tell! Are you
as excited about this as we are? We sure hope so!
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Planning Committee
PC Convenor
Programs

Open (Sally Rutherford & Nancy Garrard)
Lynn Ruff, Roberta Russell, Madeleine
Rousseau, Lynn Keeler, Veronique Lapierre,
Cheryl Brooks
Secretary
Open (Meredith Filshie)
Membership
MaryAnne Toonders
Treasurer
Sandy Goldsmith
Web-coordinator
Open (Sally Rutherford)
Newsletter
Helen Gordon
Library
Rita Rottman
Publicity/Marketing
Open
Shows
Rita Rottman & Meredith Filshie
Contacts: info@outofthebox.org
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581 Bank Street at Pretoria
Ave. For Yarn, Sewing
Machines & Sergers
Tel (613) 237-8008

474 Hazeldean Road Kanata
For Yarn and Fibres
Tel (613) 831-8027
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