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Words of Wisdom
from TextileArtists.org
"In large measure becoming an artist consists of
learning to accept yourself, which makes your work
personal, and in following your own voice, which
makes your work distinctive." David Bayles

OOTB Program Lineup 2016/17
September 16-17, 2017, Workshop Dyeing, Printing
and Colour with Gunnel Hag. Registration is now open
to non-members
September 18, 2017, Meeting Guest speaker, Gunnel
Hag, Toronto, Ont. Printer, dyer and colour artist and
teacher. Members show and tell.
October 16, 2017, Meeting, Intro for new members,
volunteer opportunities, FF6 slide show. Members
Show and Tell.
October 23, 2017, Playdate Framing Play date with
Marie Anzai
November 1-30, 2017, Show, Canadian Landmarks –
Stittsville Library Show
November 20, 2017, Meeting Marilyn White and
Patricia Caffrey speaking about the City and Guild
program based in England that they completed.

Copyright for all images of original art work
belongs to the artist
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January 22. 2018, Playdate Art knitting & crocheting
(non traditional) with Lorie Schinko
April 6-7, 2018, Show – Fibre Fling 7, Kitchissippi
United Church

Playdates
Out of the Box has again organized three members'
Playdates for the fall and winter of 2017/18. The dates,
topics and leader member(s) are:
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2017, Framing Play date
with Marie Anzai
Have you ever wanted to make a frame to fit your art
rather than having to go and buy the size off the shelf?
Try your hand at making your own frames and/or
refurbish the ones you already have. Marie will have
mitres, saws and clamps so that you can make your
own small frame. Learn a quick, efficient way of
stretching your canvas on this new frame. We will also
experiment with paints, tissue paper and PVA glue to
re-use your old frames. An opportunity to play – and
have your pieces always finished.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, Make felt bowls using the
balloon method with Lynn Keeler
MONDAY, JANUARY 22, Art knitting & crocheting (non
traditional) with Lorie Schinkel
It is a formula approach, so it is likely I will give out
sheets - if you saw my knitting at a show and tell, you
know it is kind of wild, but relies on knit and purl only,
using different yarn combinations, as well as knitting
with more than one yarn at a time. Circular needles are
best with how I knit.
What is a Playdate?
A Playdate is a date with your artistic self. It is an
opportunity for our members to gather, practice art and
share ideas. Each Playdate starts with a practice
exercise led by an OOTB member. The exercise
consists of design, creativity, and techniques that the
Playdate leader uses in his or her art. Playdate
participants can choose to participate in the exercises,
or work on their own projects.
Where, How Many, Time and Cost
Playdates take place at the Kitchissippi United Church
Hall, located at 630 Island Park Drive in Ottawa. There
is free parking in designated areas and members can
bring a lunch to eat in a communal kitchen. Coffee, tea
and milk are provided throughout the day.
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Playdate days start at 9:30 am and finish at 3:30pm
The cost of each session is $10.00 per Playdate or
$25.00 for three. The Playdate leaders donate their
time and expertise and allow us to use their materials;
therefore, there maybe a small material fee between $5
and $10 to replace any materials Playdate participants
use.
OOTB policy is that fees are non-refundable but
members may find another member or non-member to
take their place.

3 spaces remaining. Call Lynn @ 613 2249472.

Threadworks – Flashback
Threadworks makes it closest trip to Ottawa this fall.
Several OOTB members have pieces in this travelling
show,

You can register for Playdates at the monthly members
meeting or by emailing Veronique Lapierre at
verolapierre1205@gmail.com

September 12 to October 31, 2017
Threadworks 2016: Flashback
Arthur Child Heritage Museum
125 Water Street, Gananoqué ON K7G 3E3
Phone: 613-382-2535 for times and details

Dyeing, Printing and Colour

OOTB Sales Table at Fibrefest

Gunnel Hag
The second workshop in our 20th Anniversary
celebration. We are very lucky to spend two full days
with Gunnel in a beautiful parkland atmosphere. We will
learn how to design cloth by manipulating texture and
colour with the goal of establishing our own unique
designs.
Description: Colour Vie, two day workshop using Colour
Vie pigments. Participants will learn techniques to
create personal unique designs on fabric. Each day will
consist of six hours of instruction and time for students
to practice.
Our water based pigments are ideal for creating any
fabrics by stamping, block printing, painting, stenciling,
sponging and spraying and dyeing are just a few
techniques.
Gunnel Hag studied textile design in Sweden and
England. She taught in the Textile Studio at Sheridan
College for 12 years and has been a visiting lecturer at
the National Institute of Design in Ahmadabad, India.
Her fabrics have been represented at International
Design exhibitions and she has received many grants
and awards for her work. Gunnel has published two
books: Creating Texture and Creating Texture: Soft
Texture. See more on her web site and her new work
on her blog.
www.colourvie.com & http://gunnelhag.blogspot.ca
Saturday and Sunday, September 16-17th. 9:30 - 4:00
pm
Richelieu-Vanier Community Centre, 300 des PeresBlancs Ave, Ottawa
maximum 15 participants.
Cost: $175.00
Registration starts at Monday, June 19th meeting.
Pay be cheque or cash.
2

For the past four years Out of the Box has had a sales
table at Fibrefest. Each year ten or so members have
had the opportunity to share the cost and
responsibilities that go with hosting a sales booth at this
annual celebration of everything fibre. This year's
collaboration was made up of 11 members.
Participating members share the cost of the booth as
well as set-up, staffing and take down duties.
We have learned a lot over the past four years. We
have found that two spaces instead of one allows us to
show our items to best advantage and that smaller
items appeal more to Fibrefest shoppers than do larger
art pieces. With these changes, our sales have
increased each year.

This was our most successful Fibrefest yet. Sales were
brisk and lots of useful contacts were made with
suppliers as well as other fibre artists and collectors.
The sales booth as well as the information booth hosted
by OOTB members have provided worthwhile exposure
for our organization and for individual members. Our
participation in Fibrefest is well worth doing.
After four years of managing this partnership, we have
decided to take a break. We are hoping that a couple
of members will volunteer to coordinate this worthwhile
activity. We will be happy to offer advice and share
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what we have learned. We are putting what we have
learned into a job description for whoever takes this on.

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
$60.00
http://mvtm.ca/?event=william-hodge-value-of-colourworkshop&event_date=2017-09-15
Geometry of Design
Saturday, September 16, 2017
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
$60.00
http://mvtm.ca/?event=william-hodge-geometry-ofdesign-workshop&event_date=2017-09-16

Textile Summit
Description

We want to thank all the members who have
participated in this venture with us over the past four
years. It has been a lot of fun. We also want to thank
Wendo for so generously sharing the sales procedures
and record keeping systems she has developed over
the years, Sandy this year for coaching us in the use of
"The Square" which has produced a big increase in
sales, Edwina for our booth's OOTB sign this year, Pat
and Connie for photographs, Anne for grids and lights
in the past and Meredith this year for providing lighting.
It takes a team to manage a venture like this and we
have had great ones for each and every one of the four
years.
Val and Roberta

William Hodge Workshops

The purpose of this one-day conference is to bring
together those working in the textile field – from
areas of apparel, accessories, woven arts, and more.
There are many of us operating in Ottawa, but we
don’t have a clear idea of who is out there and how
to better network and collaborate with each other.
We want to change that.
We aim to bring together fabric suppliers, sewing
machine vendors and operators, small makers,
professional made-in-Canada businesses, and those
interested in joining this field. We are opening the
discussion about the textile industry and bringing
firsthand business experience to the table.
Learn from our keynote speakers, network with
leaders in the field, and join the discussion. There
will be exciting panels, as well as vendors to connect
with.
https://www.universe.com/events/textile-summit2017-tickets-ottawa-TSFW2P
Limited number of tickets and vendor booths.
Location: 404 McArthur Ave.
Date and time: Friday October 27
8:00AM to 5:00PM
Cost from $25.00 (General Admission $49.00)

Library News
While at FibreFest this past weekend. I picked up some
new books for the OOTB library. They will be processed
and ready for check out at the meeting on September
18, 2017. The titles include the following.
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum presents two
workshops from William Hodge.

•

Value of Colour
Friday, September 15, 2017

•
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Experimental
Corsets:
Inspiration
and
techniques for wearable and sculptural
garments by Val Holmes
The Art & Embroidery of Jane Hall: Reflections
of Nature
Out of the Box © 2017
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Textile art around the world by Ellen Bakker
Collage, Stitch, Print: collagraphy for textile
artists by Val Holmes
Stitched textiles: Flowers by Bobby Britnell
Felt to Stitch: creative felting for textile artists
by Sheila Smith
Hand Stitch perspectives by Alice Kettle and
Jane McKeating
Brusho Basics by Isobel hall
Get Stuffed: Shape, stuff & stitch by Maggie
Smith
Layer upon layer upon layer by Isobel Hall

in PEI that produces spinning equipment on a small
scale. The flexibility of the scaled down equipment
allows more control over the stages of treating the
fleece in the milling process. This flexibility permits the
mill to produce small batches of high quality wool (i.e.
yarn, roving, prefelt, batts, etc.)

If you would like to be the first to read any of these titles
and maybe write a review for the newsletter, please
email me and I will hold the book for you at the meeting.
Otherwise it will be first come first served. See you
Monday. Cheers, ritarottman@sympatico.ca

Unlike most sheep, North Ronaldsay’s flocks dine
primarily on seaweed as they live on the shore for most
of the year. A 13-mile (20.92 km) stone dyke surrounds
and protects the island’s farmland and pastures. The
resulting wool, according to the mill’s web-site, differs
little from the primitive breeds of sheep that inhabited
the island, several hundred years ago. In Spring, the
sheep are gathered into ‘punds’ or stone collecting
rings on the shore. “There are 12 punds round the
island for catching the sheep as they tend to stay in
their own ‘clowgangs’ (areas),” states Jane Donnelly,
manager of A Yarn from North Ronaldsay. The
pregnant ewes are then moved to pastures for lambing
– where mothers and their offspring can rest and feed.
“The sheep [remaining] on the shore (mostly rams and
castrated males) are usually sheared at the end of July
- early August depending on the high tides, the ewes
are usually clipped earlier,” adds Jane. The sheep are
still sheared communally by the islanders.

•
•
•
•
•
•

A Yarn from North Ronaldsay
by Janet H. Tulloch
Did you know that a small group
of islands north of Scotland,
collectively called Orkney, have
a strong fibre link to Canada
going back to the 1700s? As
early as 1702, ships leased by
the Hudson’s Bay Trading
company regularly called at
Stromness, a port town on the
western side of the Orkney
Mainland. There, the company
both bought supplies and hired
labor for their fur trading posts in
North America, including large swaths of Canada. By
the end of the 18th century, 416 or approximately threequarters of the company’s workforce were from Orkney

Having recently purchased some of the mill’s roving, I
can attest to its softness – softer than a good Merino,
however the staple is slightly shorter and curlier. The
wool when first purchased has a distinct sheep tang –
not unpleasant to the nose – which soon dissipates
once exposed to air.

(http://orkneyjar.com/orkney/stromness/hbs.htm).

So, it was with little
surprise when our
family visited the
wool mill this summer
on North Ronaldsay,
the most northern of
the Orkney islands,
that we learned of a
continued
fibre
connection between
Orkney and Canada.
It turns out that the
mill owes its method
of operation to a
Canadian company
4

A bit about the mill’s process.
The following description follows the steps outlined on
the mill’s web-site. Helen Galland, visitor centre
manager, mill worker, and wool textile artist, was in the
process of sorting fleeces when our family arrived for a
visit. She was more than pleased however to give us a
tour.
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When the fleece arrives at the mill after the North
Ronaldsay sheep owners have sheared their flock for
the season, the fleece is sorted, graded, skirted and
washed.

After being washed and dried the resulting fibres go
through the Picking machine where it is opened and
conditioning oil is sprayed over it to protect the fibres
during further milling processes. In the next processing
stage, the coarser fibres are removed as the fibres go
through the Dehairer. Afterwards, the wool travels
through the Carder where the fibre is combed out.

This image(above) shows the other side of the Carder
at work. Helen explains that “the carder brushes the
picked wool and the end part of the machine twists the
carded wool into a roving or is allowed to drop off as a
sheet of wool called a “batt” - sold to felters and used
on the felting table” (see next image). After carding, the
fibres are ready for either hand-spinners or felters.

In this image (above), Helen is supervising a batch of
fibres going through the front of the Carder.
The felt machine at the mill makes sheets of pre-felt
approx. 36’’ x 48’’ and in various thicknesses and
natural colours.
For further processing in the mill, the Drawframe is the
next stage. Helen demonstrates that two or three bins
of rovings go through this machine at a time. The job of
the Drawframe, says Helen, “is to pull the fibres apart
slightly” so that the fibres overlap less which results in
an increase in length.
5
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Finally, (see last two images) the twist is set on the
steamer before the yarn goes onto cones or into hanks.

The wool can then be spun into single yarns on the
eight-spindle spinner.

For those interested in trying out some North
Ronaldsay wool, I will soon have a variety of natural
colours for sale in the Ottawa (Ontario, Canada) area.
You can contact me
at: Ancumstudio@gmail.com or on Facebook
@fibrelass.
It can then be plied on the four-spindle spinner.

(Janet H. Tulloch is a fibre artist and part-time university
professor living in Ottawa, Canada. Her father, Thomas
Tulloch, was born on North Ronaldsay at Ancum croft.
All photographs are by the author.)

November Stittsville Library show
The Stittsville Library show is coming up soon for the
month of November 2017. The theme this year is
“Canadian Landmarks”. You can interpret this however
you like. It could be a symbol, a place or a landscape.
It could be an event in Canadian history. Whatever you
interpret to be a Canadian landmark. Pieces can be
any size as long as no side is longer than 24 inches.
And you can use any technique as long as there is
some fibre included. Please have your piece ready to
hang with wire if it is hard mounted or a rod if it is soft
mounted. No alligator clips please because they don’t
6
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hang well at the library. Three dimensional pieces are
also a possibility because we have a glass display
case. Pieces are to be brought to the October OOTB
meeting. I will send out an email before November
asking for information for the label cards to be put on
your work. If you are interested in helping with hanging
up on November 1st or takedown November 30th let me
know. Time to be determined but probably early
afternoon. Preparing something for this show is a nice
way to practise for a larger show. Please email me to
let me know if you’re making something for the show.
In fact you may already have something made that
would fit the theme. Remember that if you make
something new for the Stittsville show you will already
have one piece ready for Fibre Fling in April.
You can contact me at: connietb@sympatico.ca

Canadian
Button
Convention

Show

and

The Ottawa Valley Button Club is organizing the
convention which will take place at the Ottawa
Conference and Event Centre, 200 Coventry Rd..
Vendors will be selling buttons on Sat., Sept. 30 from
10am to 5:30 pm and Sun., Oct. 1 from 10 am to 4 pm.
More information is at Button Club | Ottawa Valley
Button Club

Conversation
Bruggenkate

with...

Connie

ten

This chronicle titled 'Conversation with... ' aims to
discover one of our members. Whether or not you
already 'know' the textile artist in question, you will
certainly discover something new about the person. It is
hoped that it will inspire you in your own artistic journey.
I first got to know Connie
as she was the organizer
of
workshops
and
program meetings at
OOTB;
Connie
was
organizing a three-day
workshop at that time. I
attended the workshop
and was impressed by
her gentle and professional organizing skills. From
2013 to 2015, Connie was a volunteer who made things
happen for many of the fantastic activities we all benefit
from as members of OOTB.
Connie arranged for
speakers for the meetings, organized these workshops
by Elizabeth Veninga (Drawing), Mary Pal (Sculpting
with Cheesecloth) and Wendy Feldberg (Eco printing ),
and helped Lynn Ruff with playdates. This year Connie
took on the organization of the Stittsville Library show in
7

the Fall. Connie is also great at sharing her knowledge
and textile journey; she often shows her recent projects
at Show and Tell, in OOTB exhibitions and annual
FibreFling.
Check out her art blog loaded with
photographs and well explained steps to her creative
projects. www.connietextileart.blogspot.com
When did you start doing textile art, and how did that
happen?
I’ve always been interested in making things. As a
young child I used to cut out pictures from catalogues
and paste them together to make my own. I always
loved arts and crafts. When I was 16 I learned how to
knit. I used to knit my own cotton summer sweaters.
My mom taught me basic sewing of clothes as a teen.
Then in 1990 when I came back from a six-month trip to
Africa, I wanted to do more. I was inspired by the
beautiful fabrics I had seen in some of the African
countries and I really wanted to make something with
fabric. I went to my local quilt shop and started hand
quilting. I made a few larger wall quilts completely
stitched by hand. After several years of quilting, I took
classes in drawing, watercolour and acrylic painting. I
realized then that I wanted to take what I had learned in
my art lessons and translate it into textile art. I
discovered a book by Mickey Lawler called Sky Dyes
and one summer I learned to paint my own fabrics at
the family cottage.
It was great fun!
I also
experimented with fabric dyes and made some shibori
type fabrics. Since then I’ve taken other courses also in
natural dyeing and eco printing. In 2012 I joined OOTB
because I wanted to learn how to make my fabrics into
textile art and to meet other people interested in fibre
arts.

Shibori (pole wrapped) painted fabrics on the line at home.
Some of my sun printed fabrics hanging on the washline at the
cottage.

What type of textile art have you been doing in your life,
and what is your current preferred technique(s)?
I’ve done knitting, crocheting, traditional hand quilting,
machine quilting, machine embroidery, fabric dyeing
and painting on fabric. I like to take leftover bits of
fabric, paper and even plastics and make them into new
fabrics.
My current favourites are making my own
Out of the Box © 2017
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stamps, printing my own fabrics and eco printing on
paper and fabric. I’m working towards printing on fabric
with mineral pigments and indigo.

Some of my eco prints made this summer on watercolour paper.

What inspires you?
I’m inspired by nature and in particular birds, leaves,
branches and foliage. Just spending time quietly in
nature also inspires me to create. Colours are inspiring
to me. Sometimes I like bright colours and sometimes I
Iike more muted colours.
I’m also inspired by the
beautiful pre-modern architecture I see in my travels so
Gothic and Roman.

Tell us about your studio space, and how you organize
your supplies. A few tips to share?
My studio is my converted dining room. I have one side
with a sewing machine area and the other side with
tables set up for painting. The rest of the room is set up
with my books and plastic containers with all my
supplies. It’s chock-a-block in there! I find I have to
keep my working surface uncluttered or I won’t even go
in to make something. So I would say being tidy helps
you to be more creative. It’s important to have your
own space to create in. I used to just work on the
kitchen table but I found I really needed my own space.
Tell us about an artist whose artwork you enjoy very
much, or has been an inspiration in your practice
I’m inspired by many artists for different reasons. Some
because I love the way they work loosely. I tend to
overthink sometimes so I admire artists who seem to
kind of play until they’ve made something. I’m thinking
of Jane Lafazio. And some artists I admire because I
love the look of their work. I enjoy the work of many of
the artists in OOTB. I’m very inspired by Wendy
Feldberg’s eco printing work. I took an eco printing
class with her in June 2015 and I have been eco
printing ever since. More recently I was inspired by the
work of Solange Bellemare at an exhibit in Aylmer.
She’s also a very good eco print artist.
Tell us about your current project!
Currently I’m working on creating some more fat
quarters to sell at Fibre Fling. I’m doing some sun
printing with foliage. I’m also creating some new fabrics
using different surface design techniques. I’ve been
doing some eco printing on paper and fabric this
summer. I push myself to learn a little more about
surface design each year.
And of course I’m also
working on a piece for the Stittsville Library show in
November.
It will probably include ecoprinted and
rusted fabrics.

Here is an example of a piece which includes my hand stamped and
hand painted fabrics.

How do you go from inspiration to completing a piece
(your creative process)?
Sometimes I start with a photo and work on creating an
image. I usually do some applique or create a stamp to
portray the central subject and then add other fabrics to
make a composition. I might even hand paint fabrics to
get the exact colours I want. And sometimes I start with
fabrics I’ve already created and use that as a jumping
off point to make something. Having a theme helps to
get the ball rolling.
8

Is there any other art form you have explored that
complements well fibre arts?
I’ve found that learning to draw and paint have
complemented my skills as a textile artist. Drawing
because it gives me a way to create the shape I want to
express. This also helps with deciding how to stitch.
Watercolour and acrylic painting have taught me how to
mix the colours and apply them to a drawing.
I heard that you were experimenting with woad recently.
Tell us a little about that.
On a trip to Europe in 2015 I got some woad seeds
from a lady in France. The woad plant used to be used
in Europe to create indigo blue dye before commercial
petroleum-based dyes were invented. I took the seeds
Out of the Box © 2017
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home and grew them in the garden. This summer the
plant was ready to harvest. I found step-by-step
instructions online (woad.org.uk) and processed the
leaves. It was quite a process which included washing
the leaves, soaking in hot water, straining out the
leaves, adding soda ash, aerating the liquid and then
waiting for the sediment to settle to the bottom and
separating that out. It took me a few days. I only ended
up with a very small of dye. It gave me an idea of what
a lot of work it was to create natural dyes in the past.
I’m not sure if I’ll continue growing woad but it was a
great learning process.

The large bowl of woad leaves just after they were washed.

Any pearls of wisdom or advice for fellow OOTB
members?
Go with what you really like to do even if it’s different
from what others make. It’s a good starting off point to
try different techniques. And it’s tempting to think that
you should work a certain way or that your work should
look like someone else’s but you’ll probably enjoy it
more and have more of a sense of achievement if you
explore what you really want to do and perhaps create
something completely different. Also (and this is also a
message to myself) don’t wait to be in the right mood to
create. Take time regularly to create and you will be
more productive.

Workshops

at

Canada

Canada Beading Supply has several visiting workshop
leaders coming to Ottawa in the next little while. Kirsty
Naray is a talented glass bead artist from Whitby
Ontario. Many OOTB members will have heard Su
Hood's inspirational talk last October at OOTB. She is
from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. In addition to her
workshops at Canada Beading Supply, she will be a
vendor at the Ottawa Glass Bead Show at the RA
Centre during the weekend of Oct. 14 and 15 and will
have her spectacular beads at Canada Beading Oct.
16-18th. Finally, Nick Huard will be leading two dream
9

Fabulous, Unique Wearable Art Sale
Saturday, October 28, 2017
ArtWear Ottawa is having their annual show and sale of
unique, hand-made wearable art clothes and
accessories on Saturday, October 28, 2017. If you like
one-of-a-kind, hand crafted clothes and accessories -dresses, coats, jewellery, handbags -- this is the place
for you! The event will take place at Kitchissippi United
Church, 630 Island Park Drive, from 11:00 am to 4:00
pm.
Members of ArtWear Ottawa use a wide range of
materials, such as hand-dyed silks, fine woollens and
unique designer fabrics to create their wares, which are
often further embellished with dyeing techniques, hand
or machine embroidery, beads and other creative
finishes. Some members “upcycle”, to create
environmentally friendly novel designs. Still other
members use silver and semi-precious stones to create
funky but elegant jewellery. Distinctive necklaces,
earrings, brooches, bracelets and even hand-dyed
scarves make wonderful holiday gifts!
ArtWear Ottawa members have a variety of experience.
Some are professionally trained in design and haute
couture techniques, while others are self-taught.
Nevertheless, all are dedicated to creating finely crafted
one-of-a-kind wearable art that is both sophisticated
and functional.
The Annual ArtWear Ottawa Show and Sale will also
display a gallery of items that members have made.
Entry is free and door prizes will be drawn at random.

Text and photos: Connie ten Bruggenkate
Facilitator: Madeleine Rousseau
September 2017

Beading
Beading

catcher workshops. He is a well known Mi'kmaq artist
from the Montreal area and will have a lot of information
about the legend behind dream catchers." Photos of all
projects are on Canada beading Supply's website:
www.can bead.com

See the ArtWear Ottawa website and Facebook pages
for
some
examples
of
items
for
sale:
http://pcweb.ca/livegalleries/ArtWear and
https://www.facebook.com/ArtWearOttawa/

So far, So Close Exhibition
by Hannah Ranger
Aug 30-Oct 15 Espace Pierre-Debain
Principale Gatineau (Aylmer sector)

130 rue

In So far so close ( my own translation of Si loin, si
près…) Hannah Ranger uses wet felting technique and
integrates found objects to create artwork that

Out of the Box © 2017

September 2017 Newsletter
represent aerial view of territory, and to celebrate
beauty in nature.

Photo courtesy of Madeleine Rousseau

Planning Committee
PC Convenor
Programs

Sharon Johnson & Nancy Garrard
Madeleine Rousseau, Lynn Keeler, Veronique
Lapierre, Cheryl Brooks
Secretary
Nancy Leigh-Smith
Membership
Val Rochester
Treasurer
Sandy Goldsmith
Web-coordinator
MaryAnne Toonders (upcoming)
Newsletter
Helen Gordon
Library
Rita Rottman
Publicity/Marketing
Lorraine Lacroix
Exhibitions/Shows
OPEN
Fibre Fling
Debbie Boyd-Chisholm
Contacts: info@outofthebox.org

I really enjoyed this exhibition.
Madeleine Rousseau

10

Out of the Box © 2017

2017-2018 Member Profile Sheet
Renewal

New Member

The annual fee is $35.00 due in September of each year (membership year - Sept 1-Aug 31).
Make cheque payable to OOTB.
• By mail: Complete this form and send to Val Rochester, 7 Veronica Pl., Nepean, ON, K2H 8M3. Please enclose a
SASE to receive your membership card by return mail.
•

In person: Complete this form and submit to Val Rochester, along with cash, cheque or credit card at the August,
September or October meeting.

Questions may be directed to Val Rochester at vvjjrr@gmail.com
Please initial this box if you consent to having your contact information available to OOTB members on the
group website in the members-only area and an annual distribution to other members.
Name: _______________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: (please print clearly) __________________________________________
Home Address: ________________________________________________________
Postal Code _______________

Phone: (_____)_______-__________

Member Profile (members only section on website)
The member profile is the place for your photo (a headshot e.g - selfie) allowing members to put a face to a name, and a
few words indicating your interests. A website or a blog address can be added here as well.
Please provide 6-7 words about your interests: e.g. hand-dyeing, hand and machine felting

Website address: (please print clearly) ___________________________________________
Blog address: (please print clearly) ___________________________________________
Please submit a photo of yourself by email to MaryAnne Toonders at toonders@gmail.com

Volunteering
Volunteers are essential to successfully run and enrich our organization. Our tradition is to rely on members to provide
program content and artistic support so we actively encourage participation from each and every member.
Volunteer opportunities are listed on the Volunteer Form - Word document (.docx)
Your ideas for programming and organization are always welcome! Raise them at the meeting or send an email to the
OOTB Planning Committee (planning@out-of-the-box.org).

How can I volunteer?

2017/18

Volunteers are essential to successfully run and enrich our organization.
Your Name_______________________________________________
I currently volunteer for OOTB as: ______________________________________________

 N/A

Please check any of the following that you would consider doing for OOTB:
Join a Committee*
 Planning Committee
 Communications Committee
 Program, Workshop, and Playdates Committee
 Show Committee
 Chair
*OOTB Committees
The Planning Committee consists of the co-chairs, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, and conveners of the key
Committees and serves as a coordinating and executive group.
The Program, Workshop and Playdates Committee is responsible for organizing the programs for the
monthly meetings, bringing in teachers for workshops and organizing "playdates" which are led by individual
OOTB members.
The Show Committee is responsible for organizing the shows and exhibitions of OOTB - currently Stittsville
Library (November), Fibre Fling (April), Fibrefest (September), and preparing applications for other potential
shows.
The Communications Committee is responsible for developing and maintaining the website, the monthly
newsletter, promotional materials, advertising, and arranging discounts with merchants.
Look for ‘Job Descriptions’ Under “How OOTB Works” in the members only section of the website for more
information on volunteer positions.
Let us know your ideas and suggestions for the following:

Library: _________________________________________________________________________
Guest speakers: __________________________________________________________________
Workshops: ______________________________________________________________________
Program: ________________________________________________________________________
Playdays: ________________________________________________________________________
Website: _________________________________________________________________________
Shows: __________________________________________________________________________
Challenges:

______________________________________________________________________

At Meetings
 Coordinate schedule and reminders for setup/takedown at meetings
 Setup/take down room by coming early or staying late
 Coordinate schedule and reminders for setup/takedown of library at meetings?
 Help setup the library books and assist with checkout/takedown
 Help setup electronic equipment for presentations (some knowledge required or obtained)
 Store electronic equipment
 Organize and assist with Show and Tell
 Do a demonstration: Topic: __________________________________________________
 Organize a hands-on activity on: ______________________________________________
 Other: _______________________________________________
Outside of Meetings
 Lead a Playdate on ________________________________________________________
 Develop or contribute Publicity/ Marketing Promotional Materials
 Rack Cards
 Newspaper notices
 Website
 Facebook
 Shows
 Other
 Distribute promotional materials
 Coordinate, assign articles, interviews for the newsletter or community newspapers, website
 Write articles, do interviews for the newsletter or community newspapers
 Write book reviews for newsletter
 Assist in culling the library
 Handle sales of magazines and older books from library
 Contact/verify stores for member discounts for membership & website annually
 Take photography and/or videos at OOTB events
 Coordinate and schedule photographers for events
 Receive and edit photos for website, slide shows, newsletter, Facebook, other?
 Get permissions to use photos
 Maintain OOTB communication with affiliates *  ONN,  MVTM,  OAE
Website (working with the web coordinator)
 Help develop website or sections of website  Showcase page  Other______________
 Verify links on Members’ Only pages
 Verify links on public pages
 Take responsibility for content of pages  Sponsors,  Members Only,  What’s New pages
 Keep track of Resources Page and who provides content for each section and get updates
 Validate web connections on a regular basis
 Write content eg. What’s New
 Maintain timeliness of web content and delete out of date materials
Shows
 Sit on Show Steering Committee
 Organize a particular show _________________________________________________
 Organize intake of art pieces for show
 Organize volunteer schedules for:  Fibrefest,  Fibre Fling,  Other
 Organize setup/takedown for:
 Fibrefest,  Fibre Fling, 
 Help setup, takedown and docent at shows
 Develop/Maintain promotional material distribution list for shows

*ONN-Ontario Network of Needleworkers, MVTM–Mississippi Valley Textile Museum , OAE–Ottawa Arts East

